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CONFIDENTIAL THE HAGUE 2513 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, NL 

SUBJ: F-104 REPLACEMENT AIRCRAFT: MAY 15 MEETING OF CONSORTIUM MODS 
REF: THE HAGUE 2496 
BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1. AFTER MEETING OF FOUR CONSORTIUM MODS MAY 15, MOD 
SPOKESMAN STATED THAT BELGIUM, HOLLAND AND DENMARK 
HAD AGREED TO ANNOUNCE BEFORE THE END OF MAY WHICH 
OF THE COMPETING AIRCRAFT EACH HAD CHOSEN TO REPLACE 
THE F-104. (NORWAY HAS ALREADY ANNOUNCED IT HAS 
CHOSEN THE F-16 AS SUCCESSOR ON CONDITION THE OTHER 
CONSORITUM PARTNERS ALSO OPT FOR THE SAME AIRCRAFT.) 

THE SPOKESMAN SAID THE THREE COUNTRIES WOULD ANNOUNCE 
SIMILAR PROVISIONAL DECISIONS BUT ADDED THAT IF ALL 
FOUR DID NOT MAKE THE SAME CHOICE "THE WHOLE QUESTION 
WILL REMAIN OPEN." END UNCLASSIFIED 
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2. ACCORDING TO DUTCH SOURCES, VREDELING AND HIS DANISH 
AND NORWEGIAN COLLEAGUES WERE FIRM IN KEEPING DISCUSSION 
TO QUESTION OF WHETHER OR NOT TO ACCEPT THE AMERICAN 
AIRCRAFT DESPITE VANDEN BOEYNANTS' EFFORTS TO AGAIN 
BRING UP MIRAGE AS A VIABLE ALTERNATIVE. THEY MADE IT 

Cl .EAR TO HIM THAT IF BELGIUM FATTED TO CHOOSE THE F-16 
BELGIUM WOULD BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE BREAK-UP OF THE 
CONSORTIUM. VANDEN BOEYNANTS REPORTEDLY TOOK ALL OF 
THIS RATHER BADLY AND WAS VISIBLY ANGERED WHEN HE LEFT 
MEETING. 

3. VREDELING HIMSELF AND OTHERS IN HIS MINISTRY HAVE 
EMPHASIZED THAT A THREE-COUNTRY CONSORTIUM IS NOT 
POLITICALLY FEASIBLE FOR VREDELING OR THE DUTCH CABINET. 
PRIMIN DEN UYL AND MOD ARE WILLING TO FACE THE CON- 
SIDERABLE OPPOSITION TO F-16 CHOICE WITHIN THEIR OWN 
LABOR PARTY IF IT IS A FOUR-COUNTRY DECISION. HOWEVER, 
VREDELING SAYS HE IS NOT WILLING TO COMMIT THE GON IF 
BELGIUM WITHDRAWS FROM THE CONSORTIUM. 

4. COMMENT: THIS ALPHONSE AND GASTON SITUATION BETWEEN 
THE DUTCH AND BELGIANS WOULD BE AMUSING IF THE STAKES 
WERE NOT SO SERIOUS. THE DUTCH SAY THE BELGIANS ARE 
THE KEY TO THE SITUATION AND PRIMIN TINDEMANS SAYS 

HE IS LOOKING FOR AN OUTSIDE CIRCUMSTANCE TO IUSTIFY THE 
GOB'S CHOICE OF THE F-16 (BRUSSELS 4313). AS SEEN FROM 
THE HAGUE THE SITUATION CALLS FOR A PUSH AND A SHOVE TO 
GET THEM THROUGH THE REVOLVING DOOR TOGETHER. END 
CONFIDENTIAL. 
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